Colombian Film Industry 2011: Take Stock and Dream
In this article, the Director of the Mixed Film Promotion Fund “Proimágenes Colombia”, Claudia Triana de Vargas, analyzes the Colombian film industry’s amazing 2011 and shares a promising forecast for the year that has just begun.

Colombian Film Industry 2011: Outcomes to Dream For

It has become common to hear people speak of the “miraculous” Colombian film industry when referring to the recognizable development of a non-traditional industry in record time in a country of profound paradoxes ranked by certain indicators as Latin America’s fourth largest film industry.

At the beginning of this century, only four Colombian feature films were released; public funding for this cultural activity was extremely limited; only one-third of the current number of movie theaters existed; and only 17.2 million of the nation’s 40 million inhabitants went to the movies at all.
In a noticeable turnaround, between 2004 and 2011 a total of 86 Colombian features and many short films enjoyed theater releases. A number of these films were selected for major festivals such as Cannes, San Sebastian, Toronto and Berlin (almost all of them first films) and a young Colombian actress was nominated for an Academy Award.
In 2011, a year only just over, more than 38 million spectators went to the movies. This is the biggest recorded attendance in close to two decades due, among other reasons, to the fact that the country now has 643 screens, that the constant ticket price was lower than at any time in this century, and that digital formats have generated enormous expectation.

During this same period, a total of 18 nationally-produced features were released, a historic first since “El drama del 15 de octubre” hit the big screen in 1915. “Todos tus muertos” was a winner at Sundance, “Porfirio” in Greece and India and “El páramo” at the Sitges Film Festival, regardless of national audiences’ varying responses to each of these films.
Most important of all, in 2011 national films brought in 2.99 million spectators and accounted for 8.3% of total attendance in the country, despite the nearly 200 foreign films with which they had to compete. Colombia’s taste for Colombian films was already apparent in 2006 when spectators at Colombian films accounted for a record high of 13.9% of attendance at all films. From 2005 to 2008 this figure never fell below 10%, although due to the eruption of the new 3D films, among other reasons, it decreased markedly in 2009 and 2010.

Statistics aside, these achievements, in an era of home videos, television in most homes, Internet downloading of films and intense piracy, more than a “miracle”, are the result of actions based on an interpretation of the social, cultural and economic effects of the audiovisual universe.
For example, Law 814 of 2003 (Film Law), in conjunction with other legislation such as the Culture Law, certain financial mechanisms, and inter-ministerial strategies contained in the CONPES (National Council on Economic and Social Policies) Film and Culture Industries papers, dictated that the film industry must be regarded inter-sectorially, with a view towards technological transformation, improvement of infrastructure, technical and artistic training, and the creation of new markets and coproduction integration strategies.
To this end the Film Law has established a fund of 76,390 million pesos (42.5 million dollars based on the current exchange rate, to which an additional 10 million US dollars will be added in 2012) from contributions paid by Colombian exhibitors, distributors and producers, at no cost to the public. The 100% increase in screens in recent years, thanks to incentives offered owners who reinvest, boosts these contributions, mainly from exhibitors of foreign films.

The 125% tax deduction for each monetary unit invested in Colombian films has mobilized private investment in almost equal proportion to the investment made.
We welcome 2012 by looking forward to 24 national releases and continued support for digital technology; the opening of the country’s first film development lab and the possibility of complementary legislation now being developed that will return up to 40% of costs incurred by national and foreign productions using national resources and local labor while filming in the country. 
The Ministries of Culture and Industry will meet this challenge along with representatives from the film industry on the National Film Board and at Proimágenes Colombia, which administers a portion of the aforementioned resources, all of them convinced that the miracle of film leads to a better society.
By Claudia Triana de Vargas, Dire tor of the Mixed Film Promotion Fund “Proimágenes Colombia”.
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